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 Introduction 

1.1 Purpose 
This Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) update has been prepared for the Wastewater 
Treatment Plant (the Plant) owned and operated by the City of Nashua Division of Public Works (DPW) 
located at 2 Sawmill Road in Nashua, New Hampshire. This SWPPP describes the management practices 
and controls that are implemented at this Plant to reduce potential pollutants in stormwater, specifically 
those that discharge to wetlands adjacent to Salmon Brook. This plan has the full approval of the Plant 
management in terms of committing the necessary resources to fully implement the plan. 

Industrial facilities, including wastewater treatment facilities, are regulated under the National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Multi-Sector General Permit (MSGP) for Stormwater Discharges 
Associated with Industrial Activities issued by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), effective 
March 1, 2021. The Nashua Plant falls under Sector T – Treatment Works of the MSGP and requires permit 
coverage due to the Plant’s wastewater treatment capacity of 16 million gallons per day (MGD), which 
exceeds the MSGP threshold of 1 MGD. The Plant also maintains a NPDES Individual Permit (NH0100170) 
for the discharge of treated wastewater effluent to the Merrimack River. A copy of this permit is provided 
in Appendix A, as required by the MSGP. 

The Plant originally received authorization to discharge stormwater under the 2000 MSGP and it is now 
required to obtain authorization under the 2021 MSGP. As an existing discharger, the Plant is required to 
update and recertify the SWPPP and submit a Notice of Intent (NOI) to the EPA. A copy of the NOI and 
authorization to discharge stormwater is included in Appendix B. The SWPPP must be signed and dated 
by an individual having responsibility over the overall operation of the Plant. This certification was 
provided on page iii. 

The MSGP and the authorization to discharge are scheduled to expire on February 29, 2026. If the permit 
is not reissued or replaced prior to the expiration date, it will be administratively continued and remain in 
force and effect. If the permit is reissued, a new NOI must be submitted and the SWPPP will need to be 
updated, and most likely have to be modified, to comply with the requirements of the new permit. As 
stated above, this SWPPP update was developed to meet the requirements of the 2021 MSGP.  

1.2 Plan Availability 
The facility must retain a complete copy of the updated SWPPP required by the permit at the facility in 
any accessible format. The SWPPP must also be made available to the public (except any confidential 
business information or restricted information) with one of the following three options: 1) posting the 
SWPPP on the Internet; 2) providing certain SWPPP information in a Notice of Intent (“NOI”); or attaching 
the SWPPP to a NOI. 

The Plant has chosen to post a copy of this SWPPP on the internet at the following web address: 

https://www.nashuanh.gov/392/Wastewater-Department 

1.3 Plan Revisions 
The facility reviews and updates this Plan in accordance with the requirements set forth in the MSGP.  
Conditions which trigger the need for plan review, plan updates, and submittal of a Change NOI form to 
the US EPA are detailed in Section 6.0 of this Plan.  In particular, revisions are made because of 
exceedances of water quality standards and/or changes to: operator information, facility name, facility 
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address, SWPPP Information, the estimated area of industrial activity, monitoring requirements, outfall 
information, historic preservation criterion, or endangered species criterion.  

1.4 Sign of Permit Coverage 
Facilities are required to post a sign indicating that they are covered under the MSGP.  Part 1.3.5 of the 
MSGP indicates that the sign must be posted in a safe, publicly accessible location in close proximity of 
the facility.  The sign must include the following: 

 Facility contact information 

 How to obtain a copy of the facility’s SWPPP 

 How to contact the USEPA 

The Plant has posted a sign of permit coverage that meets the above requirements at the front gate of 
the facility. 

1.5 Description of the Plant 
Nashua’s Wastewater Treatment Plant is located at 2 Sawmill Road, Nashua, New Hampshire. A Site 
Location Map is provided on Figure 1 and an aerial photo of the site is shown on Figure 2. The design 
capacity of the treatment plant is 16 MGD and the average daily flow is 11 MGD. The Plant provides 
secondary wastewater treatment and the treatment processes at the Plant include: grit removal, primary 
settling, aeration, activated sludge digestion, secondary sedimentation, secondary clarification, 
disinfection, and solids dewatering. Septic system pump-out waste from outside haulers is also accepted 
at the Plant and accounts for approximately 375,000 gallons annually. Administrative offices and a small 
testing laboratory are located on the property. 

Industrial activities at the Plant include: the wastewater treatment operational areas; loading and 
unloading and bulk transfer of industrial and waste materials associated with treatment activities; a 
septage receiving area; and indoor maintenance and repair of equipment. The Plant layout is shown on 
Figure 3 (Site Drainage Plan) and shows the locations of these activities, key site features, the storm drain 
system, stormwater outfalls, and anticipated stormwater flow paths. 

Materials are loaded and unloaded at various locations throughout the site. Materials transferred via drum 
are limited to virgin and waste oils associated with light maintenance activities for on-site operational 
equipment. Materials transferred in bulk by a hose connection include diesel fuel, gasoline, heating oil, 
sludge, chemicals used for treatment activities, and septage wastes. The locations where these transfer 
operations occur are shown on Figure 3 and potential pollutant sources are described in Section 2.2. The 
Plant has a Maintenance Garage, as well as loading docks at the Wet Weather Sedimentation Building and 
the back of the Control Building. 

1.6 Pollution Prevention Team 
The pollution prevention team (PPT) is responsible for the implementation, maintenance, recordkeeping, 
and revision of the SWPPP. In addition, the PPT is responsible for maintaining control measures and 
taking corrective actions where required. The team members and their assigned responsibilities are listed 
in Table 1 and additional emergency contacts are provided in Table 2. 
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